
3 2 6 4  N .  E V E R G R E E N  D R I V E ,  G R A N D  R A P I D S , M I   4 9 5 2 5 .    |    6 1 6 - 3 6 3 - 7 3 3 9

2019 Annual Report

Page 38 of 56



Dear friends:

The ARS Foundation was initiated by the members of Advanced Radiology Services as a

public charity with a mission to use charitable giving to improve the field of radiology. Our

method is to be a catalyst, looking for strategic ways that our giving can be multiplied by

outside resources to strengthen other organizations. 

 

This has again been a successful year for the Foundation and this annual report provides

a moment to report those successes to you.

 

Radiopaedia.org:  This year we began support of the excellent free open-access

radiology website radiopaedia.org, lead by Dr. Frank Gaillard, in order to develop its

technical capacity. The first step of a potential multi-year plan for its development is to

permit easier uploading of teaching cases using DICOM standards.

 

Emory University Center for Ethics/Michigan State University:  In 2019, the ARS

Foundation offered a grant to Dr. John Banja as the lead of an Emory University

Center for Ethics / Michigan State University project on the non-interpretive aspects

of artificial intelligence in radiology. Specifically, this will focus on the ethics,

economics, and legal aspects that have been only superficially discussed until now.

This grant has already generated conference presentations and article submissions.

There are plans to produce educational podcasts for radiologists and radiology

trainees beginning in 2020. An interview with Dr. Banja about his work for this grant

can be read at: https://www.healthimaging.com/topics/artificial-

intelligence/radiologists-ethical-ai-key-successful-future.
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In addition, with the second year of Cheryl Buehler as our Treasurer, we will continue a

successful investment plan to promote our Foundation's financial future; this has resulted

in a 2019 annual return with a net gain of $87,485.

 

I am grateful that we have been given the opportunity to be good stewards of the

Foundation's resources and in the faith of its donors. We plan to maintain this path for the

upcoming years.

 

Warmly, 

Dieter

 

Rolf Dieter Hollstein, MD MPH, on behalf of the ARS Foundation Board

Michigan State University:  We continue to work with Michigan State University

towards funding support for an imaging-centered researcher.

 

Radiological Society of North America (RSNA):  Our continued support of the RSNA

Research and Education Foundation was recognized as a visionary support group at the

silver level. The RSNA Foundation has achieved for each $1 donated an average of a $50

match from other funding sources such as the National Institutes of Health.

 

Harvey L. Neiman Health Policy Institute through the American College of Radiology

(ACR) Foundation:  Our goal in strongly supporting this institute has been to create a

national "think tank" for radiology health policy research. We have been recognized by

the ACR for our leadership work on this issue. After our first year of funding, we created

a challenge match to strengthen the institute's fundraising, now in its fourth year. This

challenge has again received a much greater fundraising response than expected. Our

challenge grant has been matched first by the ACR Foundation and then matched again

by individual and group donors. Equally important, our leadership work on this topic has

helped catalyze a shift in the ACR Foundation's strategic direction toward supporting

health policy research.
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MISSION

The ARS Foundation is dedicated to supporting
organizations that improve the health of
communities our members serve and investing in
the future of radiology.
 

CORE VALUESCORE VALUES

The ARS Foundation is operated in a
transparent fashion with a clear and
consistent grant selection process in order to
respect our supporters and maintain their
confidence.

 
Provide leadership for other radiology groups for
their charitable activities.

 
Make a positive difference.
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2019  BOARD OF
DI RECTORS

2019

Thomas Archambeau, MD 

 

Ryan Duhn, MD

 

Susan Ervine, MD

 

Brian Fedeson, MD

 

Rolf Dieter Hollstein, MD 

 

Leena Mammen, MD

2019 OFFICERS

Rolf Dieter Hollstein, MD - President

 

Thomas Archambeau, MD - Vice President

 

Cheryl Buehler - Treasurer

 

Laura Perkovic - Secretary

Page 42 of 56



2019 Projects

Page 43 of 56



Radiopaedia.org
The ARS Foundation made their first donation to Radiopaedia.org
in 2019.  Radiopaedia.org had become one of the leading online
radiology and more broadly medical resources across the globe
with over 2.5 million visitors.  Our donation will assist their
technical capacities, allowing easy upload of more teaching
cases that will be available for free for all visitors including low
and middle income countries. 
 

Emory University Center for Ethics / Michigan
State University

This grant was provided to Emory University Center of Ethics for
the first time in 2019. Dr. John Banja is focusing on
underappreciated critical issues for radiologist learning about
artificial intelligence and radiology. This will focus on the non-
interpretative aspects including ethics, economics, and legal
issues, with plans for presentations, articles, and educational
podcasts. 
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Radiological Society of North America (RSNA) -
Research & Education Foundation

The ARS Foundation has donated to the RSNA R&E Foundation
through the Visionaries in Practice (VIP) Giving Program since 2013. 

Harvey L. Neiman Health Policy Institute through
the American College of Radiology (ACR)
Foundation

The ARS Foundation has donated to the ACR Foundation to
support the Harvey L. Neiman Health Policy Institute since 2015. In
2016, we added a Match Challenge that provided the ACR an
incredible incentive for radiologists and radiology organizations
across the US to make an investment in the future of radiology.
This program tripled the impact of our gift.
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Financial Position:
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2019 Grants
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Future direction:
In 2020, we expect to continue support to radiopaedia.org . Early progress

has been made in the technical improvements to this excellent radiology

education website. We look forward to supporting their efforts with a

second year grant as well as encouraging new sources for their future

funding.

 

Noting its early success, in 2020 we look to continue our support of the

Emory University Center for Ethics / Michigan State University grant on

non-interpretative aspects of artificial intelligence and radiology for a

second year and to begin the search for fundraising partners for the

future.

 

Through four years of catalytic support of matching grants to the ACR

Foundation directed to the Harvey L. Neiman Health Policy Institute, we

have seen a positive restructuring of the fundraising infrastructure and

they have demonstrated fundraising success. Based on this success, in

2020 our plan is to now begin to taper our support as they transition to a

sustainable fundraising model.

 

In 2020, we will continue to support the RSNA Research and Education

Foundation. We continue to explore possible support for a radiology

education podcast in partnership with the RSNA.
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Identifying underappreciated opportunities;

developing matching grants; and

creating alliances in order to use our funding capacity as a catalyst

for improving the health of our communities and investing in the

future of radiology.

We are now also actively exploring exciting additional grant opportunities

in the area of education in radiology and artificial intelligence working

with Michigan State University. The ARS Foundation is considering further

funding for provider wellness programs in radiology. And as always, we

continue to scout for new projects. 

 

As we have done in the past, we plan to continue our strategies of:
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